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The International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) is a non-profit organization 
which represents an international network of people from all over the world who are 
committed to bringing books and children together. 
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Greetings to all IBBY supporters across our wide 
brown land. In the last few weeks, I have been 
out of action, in hospital undergoing major 
surgery; I am in a rehabilitation hospital now and 
hoping to be home before this newsletter 
reaches you. One of the faculties affected by the 
surgery is my eyesight; I am very happy that it is 
improving as I am impatient to resume a normal 
life of reading and writing! After a near-
miraculous recovery, I am more determined than 
ever to devote my time and energy to helping get 
good books to children everywhere. 
 
Many thanks to Jenni for her stalwart work in 
maintaining the momentum of IBBY Australia 
during recent months; to other active supporters 
and especially Sarah Mayor Cox and the 
members of the selection panel for the IBBY 
Honour List books. Their hard work is much 
appreciated. 
 
The WA decision to celebrate ICBD on 31st 

March 2010 seems sensible and we hope it 
could be followed in the other states too. 
 
Best wishes to you all, and happy reading – 
 

Robin Morrow 
 
 
 

International Children’s Book Day 
 

The sponsoring country for ICBD 2010 is Spain 
and the theme in Spanish is Un libro te espera, 
buscalo – the final English translation is still to be 
agreed and the temporary one is A book is 
waiting for you, look for it.  Promotional 
merchandise should be available to National 
Sections in October, 2009.  At a recent meeting 
of interested friends of IBBY in WA it was 
suggested that in WA we celebrate ICBD on 
Wednesday, 31st March as the 30th March is the 
CBCA Shortlist announcement, 1st April is the 
last day of 1st term and 2nd April is Good Friday.  
It was suggested we promote ICBD through our 
various organizations and encourage 
programmes for children through schools with an 
emphasis on stressing international peace 
throughout the world.  Suggested ideas for 
activities included celebrating international titles, 
inviting people from other countries to read a 
book in another language, promoting Australian 
titles set in other countries, older students be 
encouraged to talk about a children’s book that 
led you to walk in another person’s shoes and 
see life from a different perspective.  Other 
States might like to organize something similar – 
for adults WA is suggesting a dinner on the 31st 
where everyone is expected to share in 3 
minutes a favourite children’s book or one that 
has greatly influenced them.  It would be 
wonderful if events could be happening all 
around the country. 



International Children’s Book Day @ Rose Bay, NSW 
Luci Karsay of Cranbrook Junior School  K-2, writes: 
―We enjoyed a wonderful International Children's Book 
Day celebration.  The boys made their own sign and 
posters for the day. We read stories from many lands.  
A group of our parents read  in their chosen language, 
using a book of their own, or one from our library. I'm 
proud to say, our K-2 library has an ever growing 
collection of books in a variety of languages other than 
English.   One of our fathers is reading a well known 
Israeli story in Hebrew, and one of our mothers is 
reading Struwelpeter in German. We also had familiar 
stories read to us in French, Italian, Japanese, 
Mandarin, Spanish, Czeck and Greek.........a truly 
international occasion. 

We have celebrated this day for quite a few years now as it always helps to confirm what an amazing 
store of children's literature we have in this world of ours.‖ 
 

A meeting with JBBY 
On a recent Asian holiday during the hectic Golden week in 
Japan I was in Tokyo and stumbled on a children's event in 
Ueno Park part of the celebration of Children's Day.  
There were rows of stalls selling books and a mobile library as 
well. A tent had been set up and the van open on one side 
with steps where a lady then presented stories, it was great 
fun to see.  
 I noticed a JBBY booth so introduced myself and presented 
my business card. The lovely young student has since 
emailed, the other lady introduced herself as the secretary. It 
was very crowded with excited children so I did not stay too 
long. I was given two small publications of traditional 
Japanese folk tales as a gift. I have since maintained an email 
exchange with Yuko. I have posted her a copy of Bronwyn 
Bancroft's Patterns of Australia since she has shown a great 
interest in Aboriginal art. Yuko was so excited that an 

Australian visitor, let alone an IBBY member would recognise the group and say hello. Further she appreciates the 
International exchange the organisation promotes. Yuko has been involved in preparing for a travelling exhibition 
from the Internationale Jugendbibliothek. The exhibition list & White Ravens can be viewed at : 
http://www.ijb.de/files/english/HMe_4/Page07.htm  
I just wanted to pass on this experience to our group and also wanted to mention my promotion of the group in an 
article in Incite ( March 2009) the ALIA publication. Despite our distance I believe that we can endeavour to promote 
Australian Children's literature during work or pleasure by just taking the time to say hello.  
 
Claire Stuckey 
Children's Librarian | Library Services 
Gosford City Council, Gosford, NSW  
 

 

 BIENNIAL OF ILLUSTRATIONS BRATISLAVA 2009 
The 22nd Biennial of Illustrations Bratislava /BIB/ 2009 festive opening will take place on 
4th September 2009 in the Historic Building of the Slovak National Theatre in Bratislava. 
The competition part of BIB as well as other representative exhibitions will be presented 

again in Dom Kultúry (House of Culture), Nám. SNP 12 as in the past.  The exhibitions of BIB Grand Prix 
winners of the previous year and the winners of H.C.Andersen Prize for the year 2008 are traditionally 
presented at the biennial.. In the central Hall of Honour of the House of Culture a large collection of 
German illustrator Einar Turkowski,  awarded BIB 2007 Grand Prix for his illustrations, will be exhibited.   
Awarded the HC Andersen Award in 2008, the works of Roberto Innocenti (illustrator) of Italy and Jurg 
Schubiger (writer) of Switzerland will also be presented. 

http://www.ijb.de/files/english/HMe_4/Page07.htm


BOOKBIRD 
 

Try and locate a copy of the April, 2009 issue 
of Bookbird (Vol 47 No 2) as it contains a 
penetrating article by Dr Robin Morrow  
Mapping Australia’s Past in Picture Books 
based on her presentation at the IBBY 
Copenhagen Congress in September, 2008.  
With only 12 minutes available Robin focused 
on Memorial by Gary Crew and Shaun Tan, 
Lizzie Nonsense by Jan Ormerod, When I Was 
Little, Like You by Mary Malbunka and the 20th 
Anniversary edition of My Place by Nadia 
Wheatley and Donna Rawlins. 
 

Hans Christian Andersen Award  
 

IBBY National Sections from 33 countries have 
made their selections, submitting 29 authors 
and 27 illustrators as candidates for the 2010 
Hans Christian Andersen Awards.  Well known 
authors/illustrators for Australian readers 
include Eoin Colfer and PD Lynch from Ireland, 
Michael Foreman and David Almond from the 
UK, Eric Carle and Walter Dean Myers from 
the US.  The results will be made public at the 
Bologna Children's Book Fair, Monday, 22 
March 2010 

 
ALMA Award 

 

Despite difficult circumstances, the Tamer 
Institute works tirelessly on many levels to 
create a better situation for Palestinian children 
and young people via literature. Their 
conviction that words can tear down walls has 
resulted in innovative reading promotion 
activities of an unusual breadth, for which 
reason the Tamer Institute has been awarded 
the 2009 Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award.  For 
further details see  
http://www.alma.se/en/Award-winners/tamer-
english/  In late Spring, the award winner visits 
Sweden and Europe for a one week 
programme of seminars, work-shops, and 
meetings. Audiences include colleagues, 
children and promoters of reading, as well as 
politicians and journalists. Also, the Award 
Week gives the general public a chance to get 
better aquainted with the work of the winner.   
The week includes the Award Ceremony, a 
major celebration of children's literature, with 
the Swedish Minister for Culture in attendance, 
and participation by H.R.H. Crown Princess 
Victoria of Sweden.  

Future Congresses 
 

8th IBBY Regional Conference 
With the theme Children’s Books: Where 
Worlds Meet, this USBBY  is being held at St 
Charles, Illinois from 2-4th October, 2009 
This three-day conference is being organized 
by the United States Board on Books for Young 
People (USBBY), the US national section of 
IBBY.  International speakers include Shaun 
Tan from Australia, author/artist of ―The 
Arrival;‖ Yohannes Gebregeorgis, founder of 
―Ethiopia Reads;‖ Arvind Kumar, book 
distributor extraordinaire from India; Ana Maria 
Machado, Hans Christian Andersen Award-
winning author from Brazil;  and others, from a 
total of fourteen countries on five continents.  
Carmen Diana Dearden from Venezuela, editor 
and publisher of Ediciones Ekaré, will deliver 
the prestigious Dorothy Briley Lecture.   
Speakers from the United States include 
Katherine Paterson, David Wiesner, Anne 
Pellowski, and publisher/editor Arthur Levine.  
Naomi Shihab Nye will deliver the closing 
keynote address.  Further information about 
the conference is available from: 

http://www.usbby.org/conf_home.htm. 
 

Santiago de Compostela 2010 
 

The 2010 biennial Conference will be held from 
8-12  September 2010 and with its theme of 
The strength of minorities is very pertinent to 
Australia and especially to the promotion of our 
Indigenous culture.  The closing date for the 
Call for Papers is 30th October, 2009.  Could 
everyone think seriously about ensuring that 
the many voices of our land can be heard on 
the international stage. 
 
Registration has already opened and there is 
20% off for Early Bird Registration before 30th 
September, 2009.  For Australians we belong 
to Category 1.  The full fee is 527 Euro and 
with 20% off it is 421.6 Euro.  See 
www.ibbycompostela2010.org/registration 
 
 

IBBY-Asahi Reading Promotion 
Award 2010 
 

IBBY Australia has much pleasure in 
nominating the Alola Literacy and Reading 
Programme conducted in Dili, Timor Leste and 
proposed by ALEA for the above award. 
 

http://www.alma.se/en/Award-winners/tamer-english/
http://www.alma.se/en/Award-winners/tamer-english/
http://www.usbby.org/conf_home.htm


President:  Dr Robin Morrow, PO Box 329, Beecroft, NSW  2119   
                    Email: Robin.Morrow@wordsandphrases.com.au 
Vice-President/Secretary: Jenni Woodroffe, Unit 9/ 85 South Tce, Como, WA 6152 
                    Email: jennij@iinet.net.au 
Treasurer:  Karen Jameyson, 284 Somerville Road, Hornsby Heights NSW 2077 
                    Email: kjameyson@netaus.net.au 
Website:     http://www.alia.org.au/~ibby/ 

For Robin 

IBBY Friends from near 

and far send you our very 

best wishes for a speedy 

recovery. 

  

 
Bologna Book Fair 2009 

 

IBBY is very visible at the Bologna Children’s 
Book Fair, with many IBBY sections 
contributing to its presence. Events on offer 
ranged from an exhibition of Korean illustration 
to a Slovakian social function. 
Most notably, IBBY hosts a wonderful stand 
each year, and this year was no exception. On 
display were all the books from the 2008 IBBY 
Honour List. The Honour List is a biennial 
selection celebrating outstanding writing, 
illustrating and translating from books 
nominated by IBBY’s member nations. It is a 
pleasure to see gathered together a collection 
of such diverse and interesting works in their 
original editions. Some of the titles would be 
familiar to an Australian audience — picture 
books such as Oliver Jeffers The Incredible 
Book Eating Boy (which looks identical in its 
original) and Bernard Beckett’s novel Genesis 
(which looks quite different).  There are many 
other works though —from countries as diverse 
as Eucador, Egypt and Estonia — that are 
unfamiliar. In the context of the Fair, where the 
sheer volume of books on offer can be 
overwhelming, it is a pleasure to be able to 
browse through such a thoughtful cross-section 
of international publishing. What’s missing of 
course is Australia. 
As soon as I introduced myself as an 
Australian the edition of Bookbird featuring 
Shaun Tan was whipped out and brandished 
proudly.  An enthusiasm for Australian authors, 
illustrators and books amongst the IBBY 
members manning the stand was apparent. If 
our national section is able to nominate titles 
for the next Honour List, I am sure they will be 
warmly received. 
 

Cate Sutherland  (Fremantle Press) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
IBBY Honour List Exhibition 

 

With the cancellation of the CBCA 10th National 
Conference to be held in Brisbane in 2010, 
negotiations for the exhibition of the 2008 IBBY 
Honour List have also ceased.  We look 
forward to continuing these negotiations with 
the IBBY Secretariat for the 2010 IBBY Honour 
List for the exhibition to tour Australia 
sometime after the Santiago de Compostela 
Congress in September, 2010. 
 

2010 IBBY Honour List 
 

With Sarah Mayor Cox as chair, a small sub-
committee is busy reading and discussing the 
IBBY Australia nomination for writer, illustrator 
and translator for the above list.  The final 
paperwork needs to be at the IBBY Secretariat 
by the 15th September. 
 

IBBY President’s Newsletter 
 

On the 9th June, Patsy Aldana, IBBY President 
sent out a newsletter bringing us up to date 
with all the activities and programmes with 
which she has been involved on behalf of 
IBBY.  This was forwarded to all friends of 
IBBY on our Australian mailing list.  The 
Children in Crisis programme has also aroused 
a lot of world wide support.   Please email 
Jenni Woodroffe on jennij@iinet.net.au if you 
did not receive a copy of the IBBY President’s 
newsletter. 
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