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The International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) is a non-profit 
organisation which represents an international network of people from all 
over the world who are committed to bringing books and children together. 
 
NEWSLETTER 
March 2009 
         
President’s Letter    
  
Dear IBBY friends 
 
Welcome to the first e-newsletter of IBBY 
Australia. We plan to send newsletters regularly 
to keep you informed about IBBY’s doings. 
 
Firstly I would like to thank the outgoing president, 
Dr Margaret Zeegers for her hard work in 
consolidating this section over the last two years, 
and also all those who have contributed to IBBY 
in many different ways. 
 
It is a great honour to be appointed president.  I 
have a lifelong passion for children’s literature 
and am fortunate to have worked with books as 
bookseller, publisher and teacher.  Now as a 
grandmother I am strengthened in the conviction 
that every child has the right to good books.  
Jenni Woodroffe, the new secretary, brings 
valuable skills and experience as well as that 
special ‘WA warmth’ to the role. As Jenni and I 
settle in to our new responsibilities, and plan 
some activities that we hope will help make IBBY 
even better known here, we would of course love 
to hear suggestions from supporters.  We have 
been meeting and communicating with children’s 
literature enthusiasts throughout Australia, and 
hope to work closely with other bodies with similar 
goals. 
 
 IBBY Australia has much to be proud of, from its 
start in the 1960s under the leadership of the 
inspiring first president, Ena Noel, and through 
the terms of the hard-working succeeding 

presidents, Juliana Bayfield, Dr John Foster and 
Dr Margaret Zeegers. Many Australians have 
experienced the excitement of attending IBBY 
international congresses over the years. The 
relationship with ALIA (Australian Library and 
Information Association) has been nurtured and 
continues. Highlight events in the organisation’s 
history include the winning of both Hans Christian 
Andersen awards in 1986 (Patricia Wrightson for 
writing, Robert Ingpen for illustration); the 
appointment of Maurice Saxby as an HCA juror; a 
successful seminar in 2005 to celebrate the 
bicentenary of the birth of Hans Christian 
Andersen; and more recently, the award of the 
ALMA (Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award) by the 
Swedish Government to Sonya Hartnett in 2008. 
 
The International Board on Books for Young 
People was founded in 1953 as part of the 
pioneering work of Jella Lepman, who believed 
that books could build bridges of understanding 
and peace between people. In the aftermath of 
World War II she worked with children whose 
lives were devastated and saw that they needed 
not just food and shelter but also books. IBBY has 
continued to spread the message that it is every 
child’s right to be a reader, and to have access to 
wonderfully written and beautifully illustrated 
books. As Patsy Aldana, IBBY President has 
explained, children need both books that are 
mirrors, in which they can see themselves and the 
lives of those like them; and books that are 
windows, ones that open onto the world and let 
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them know how other people live, that they share 
the same human feelings and emotions. 
 
Here in Australia things have changed a lot since 
I opened my children’s bookshop in 1971, with its 
one small shelf of Australian books and its many 
shelves of imports. We now have a thriving 
children’s literature of our own. My vision for IBBY 
Australia is that we do everything possible to let 
the wider world know about these wonderful 
books that mirror our children’s lives; and that we 
also work to seek out ‘window’ books, those from 
other lands and other languages that broaden the 
experiences of our young readers. 
 
As financial pressures tighten it is important to 
remember that Jella Lepman began her work in 
grim times, when many must have viewed her  
plans as ridiculously idealistic. Let’s be idealistic 
for IBBY Australia! 
 
Robin Morrow  
 
Christmas and New Year Greetings 
IBBY Australia received greetings from ALIA;  
Agnes Lidbeck (Information Officer ALMA); the 
President and executive in Basel; and from the 
following IBBY sections: Brazil, Czech Republic, 
Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, India, Mexico, 
Palestine, Russia, Thailand (‘Thailand is still the 
Land of Smiles; there will be no more airport shut 
outs’), Turkey, Uruguay and Zimbabwe. 
 
 

We say Farewell 
Sadly, February saw two losses to the children’s 
book world. 
Many, especially authors and illustrators, knew 
Sandy Campbell, beloved book publicist who 
worked for many years at Scholastic.  Her warm 
personality and nurturing skills were  
legendary, and the events she planned always 
lively and successful. After ‘retiring’ Sandy 
worked tirelessly for a number of voluntary 
organisations including the CBCA. 
Kilmeny Niland died at age 58. A versatile 
creator, Kilmeny produced miniature paintings 
and greeting cards, as well as books she both 
wrote and illustrated such as the recent Fat Pat. 
She was the daughter of Ruth Park and D’Arcy 
Niland and twin sister of Deborah. Her illustrations 
of such classics as Clancy of the Overflow, and 

earlier, with Deborah, of Mulga Bill’s Bicycle are 
widely known; the latter was an IBBY Honour 
Book. 

 
ALMA Award 

The winner of the  2009 Astrid Lindgren Memorial 
Award will be broadcast live from Vimmerby, 
Sweden to the Illustrators Café at the Bologna 
Children’s Book Fair on 24th March.  Cate 
Sutherland of Fremantle Press will represent 
IBBY Australia on this special occasion. 

 
HCA Award 2010 

It has been decided not to make a nomination 
from IBBY Australia for this award for 2010 and 
the IBBY Secretariat in Basel has been notified of 
this decision.  This award is for a body of work by 
an outstanding author/illustrator.  The fee for each 
nomination in our section’s category is CHF 500 
[c$690AUD].  IBBY sections are invited to 
nominate members of the HCA Award jury, and 
Emeritus Professor Belle Alderman AM was 
approached about this role; she replied that 
although honoured to be considered as a 
potential juror, she needed to decline because of 
commitment to other projects. 
 
 

IBBY Honour List 2010 
Each National Section may submit one title for 
each of the three categories: Writing, Illustration 
and Translation.  In selecting the Honour List titles 
consideration must be given to books that are 
representative of the best in children’s literature 
and that the books are suitable for publication 
throughout the world.  The Fee 
for IBBY Honour Books is CHF 100 per 
nomination [$AUD138].  A subcommittee is being 
formed to select Australian books to be submitted 

 
 

International Children’s Book Day 
2nd April, 2009 – Hans Christian Andersen’s 
birthday is celebrated with a delightful poster and 
message from IBBY Egypt, this year’s sponsor.  
Check out the News link of the official website at 
www.ibby.org.   To order the poster, please 
contact the section and the email address is 
s.mawgoud@gmailcom
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IBBY Honour List Exhibition 
Negotiations are under way with Megan Daley, 
Conference Organiser of Across the Story Bridge: 
10th National Conference and Expo of the CBCA 
to be held in Brisbane from 29th April-1st May to 
include an exhibition of the 2008 IBBY Honour 
List books.  We are also exploring possibilities of 
taking the exhibition to other states.  Please let us  
know if you would like the exhibition to visit your 
state after the Conference.  Currently the cost of 
postage and insurance are still unknowns, but 
there are 169 books in two boxes (600x300x325 
mm) weighing about 70 kgs. This will be a 
marvellous opportunity to present Australians with 
some of the world's best in children's literature 
and to see the imagination and creativity from the 
many different countries that make up IBBY. 
 
 

The Victorian Bushfires  
Many readers will be aware that the National 
Executive of the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia supports the Victorian Branch's decision 
to help the schools and kindergartens that have 
been destroyed at some time in the future when 
they are functioning again. This will be done in 
conjunction with other organisations such as the 
Australian Booksellers Association and the 
Australian Publishers Association.  These 
organizations are waiting until the time is right to 
follow through with a combined initiative.  We as 
IBBY Australia commend this resolution. 
In the meantime, Victorian writer Justin D’Ath who 
lost his home, but not his computer and writing, 
would like to the opportunity for some school 
visits.  He has written: 
 
Hi Jenni,  
How word spreads! It's amazing the people I've 
been hearing from, and all the kind offers of 
assistance etc we've received. The past two 
weeks has been an extraordinary time for me, 
and thanks to everyone's kindness I feel it's all 
been a positive rather than a negative experience. 

PRESIDENT: Dr Robin Morrow,  
PO Box 329, Beecroft, NSW 2119   
Email: Robin.Morrow@wordsandphrases.com.au 
VICE-PRESIDENT/SECRETARY: Jenni Woodroffe,  
Unit 9/85 South Tce Como WA 6152   
Email: jennij@iinet.net.au 
TREASURER: Karen Jameyson,  
284 Somerville Road, Hornsby Heights NSW 2077  
Email: kjameyson@netaus.net.au 

  Website:  http://www.alia.org.au/~ibby/ 

Yes, please go ahead and spread the word for 
me.  Please refer interested people to the Author 
Visits page on my website (www.justindath.com), 
or have them contact me directly via email 
(jd@jstindath.com). 
Justin 
 
 
 

Overseas News 
The Alif Laila Book Bus Society - IBBY Pakistan -  
organised a walk on 28th February to express 
solidarity with the people of the Swat Valley and 
to protest against violence and the burning down 
of schools, particularly girls' schools.  See 
www.ibby.org and click on the News link. 
 
 

International Congresses 
 
Copenhagen 2008 
Six delegates, Dr Margaret Zeegers, Dr John 
Foster, Heather Foster, Elizabeth Beck,Dr  Robin 
Morrow and Jenni Woodroffe  – See Report by 
Jenni in ALIA’s 2008 December Incite p26. 
 
And Now For Something To Look 
Forward To: 
The 32nd International IBBY Congress will be held 
at Santiago de Compostela from the 8-12th 
September 2010 and the theme is The Strength 
of Minorities.  Check out the website at 
www.ibbycompostela2010.org which gives  
information about the theme, the city and events 
connected to the Congress.  The strands of the 
Congress include: 
 

• Children’s and young people’s literature: a 
minority area within the literature arena. 

• Children’s and young people’s literature in 
minority languages: from difference to 
survival.  [This stream is of particular 
significance to our country, with the 
publication of titles in the many different 
indigenous language groups] 

• Readers in a minority situation 
• A readership bereft of childhood 
•  I am a reader, you are a reader… 
• Globalising diversity and tolerance   
      through children’s books 
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