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The Congress was held in this most beautiful, holy and ancient pilgrim city, and drew over 600 delegates 
representing 56 countries. I was fortunate to share this experience with the other delegates from WA, Joanna 
Andrew, Liz Beck, Joscelyn Leatt-Hayter and Jenni 
Woodroffe, with my husband Don accompanying us on 
many of the social events.  

After a warm welcome by the dignitaries of Galicia and 
from the President of IBBY 2010 Ms Patsy Aldana, we 
embarked on a feast of experiences and of the culture 
at it’s best – music, song, food, dance, pageantry and 
story.  Meeting and hearing authors, illustrators, 
teachers, librarians, booksellers, publishers, academics, 
the list goes on.  Feasting our eyes on books from all 
around the world – what a treat.   

I had the honour of rubbing shoulders with illustrators 
and authors such as David Almond and Jutta Bauer, the 
Hans Christian Andersen Award winners for 2010. What 
a privilege to hear David speak of his days growing up in 
the UK, his descriptions as if coming from the pages of his novel. It was so refreshing to hear of his wish to 
drag all the “prophets of doom” to meet all the young readers he gets to hear and see, who share with him 
their love of books, stories, plays and poems. Jutta Bauer, whose work is in books translated all over the 
globe, reminded us to ask “Good children’s book – aren’t they for everybody?” The visual display of some of 
her illustrations demonstrated the deceptively simple clean lines of her work – how easy she made it look. 

 Gita Wolf (India) speaking on the Alternative Visions: the Power of Minorities, reminded us to celebrate, not 
fear, difference. That the term universal is not global sameness rather a sense of empathy with someone not 
like you. She challenged us to expose children to a variety of choices in books, to recognise the minority 
cultures and languages; not just to stick with feeling safe.  

Teresa Duran (Spain) treated us to a very amusing monologue introducing us to Madame Illustration, 
Mesdames Didactics, Taxonomy, Childcare, Philology and others in a creative and educative way, weaving 
these into her presentation on “Illustration: a medium for Representing Minorities” in an entertaining Round 
Table session. 

 This lightheartedness contrasted with an earlier session by Mohammed Yousef (Afghanistan) giving us 
insight into life in that war torn country with his Plenary Lecture “Street Children and Literacy: a view from 
Afghanistan.”  The knowledge that there are 6 million street children living in his country having to work, with 
no access to education and are begging and washing cars and don’t have time for childhood, really brought 
me down to earth. However he offered some hope for the future and spoke of the work being done using 
mobile libraries, bringing books into day care centres, social workers visiting the families resistant to 
schooling, night schooling for those too old for mainstream school as well as offering micro credit loans to 
assist families whose children work to support the family income.  

Then to meet a delightful young Italian woman, Deborah Soria, bringing books to children and families with 
her mobile book bus in the urban areas of Rome where, I was shocked to learn, many schools have no 
library. This contrasted with Shirley Shepherd telling of a similar service to the remote indigenous 
communities in North East Arnhem Land.  

What a transforming experience – I go back to my work in 2011 with children and books in school with new 
challenges and understandings, to celebrate and embrace IBBY’s aim of bringing the best books to young 
people.  

Debbie Froome  
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