
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) is a non-profit organisation which 
represents an international network of people from all over the world committed to bringing 
books and children together. 
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Bologna and Beyond 
Buongiorno  

Here is a special edition of our newsletter to share the many highlights and international 

events experienced at the 2019 Bologna Children’s Book  Fair  and elsewhere as we 

continue to follow in the steps of Jella Lepman and build A Bridge of Children’s Books 

across the globe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Congratulations 
 

Our Australian nominees for the 
 

2020 Hans Christian Andersen Award 
 

Libby Gleeson, AM for Writing 
 

Libby Gleeson, AM began her career as a teacher and has been a 
full-time writer since 1990.  She has written more than thirty 
books, taught occasional courses in creative writing and visited 
many schools throughout Australia to speak about her work.  
She has played a dedicated advocacy role in her work with the 
Australian Society of Authors, Copyright Agency and West 
Words.  Libby Gleeson is not only one of Australia’s foremost 
writers of picture book texts but she has also written sensitively 
for younger children, and important socially progressive works 
for young adults.  Her body of work is astoundingly diverse and 
she is critically esteemed as one of the very best of Australian 
writers of literary fiction for young people.  Libby’s picture books 

include working with Armin Greder on Big Dog, The Great Bear and An Ordinary Day,Freya Blackwood 
on Amy and Louis, Banjo and Ruby Red and Look, a Book! Junior fiction includes two series, Hannah 
and Cleo and in her teenage fiction she has been vocal about strong female characters. She won the 
Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Red in 2013. 

 and 
 

Ann James, AM for Illustration 
 

Ann James, AM is one of Australia’s best loved and most  
respected picture book artists.  Her artwork is distinguished 
by a number of qualities.  Always in a very subtle way, she 
tells a story in pictures with a filmic continuity, which 
invites readers to question and interpret each image.  She is 
a truly intuitive artist.  Her loosely drawn figures are 
capable of 
conveying immense emotion.  They are whimsical and 
thoroughly delightful in their improvised poses.  Her work 
celebrates the child’s view of the world and her images are 
always astutely perceptive.  Ann uses watercolour, 
charcoal, pastels and a variety of innovative media.  She creates her deceptively simple characters 
with a sleight of hand – a smudge of colour, the placement of an eye, the scale of a figure, the 
shadows cast by light – to convey the emotion behind words on a page.  Her award-winning titles 
include Bernice Knows Best by Max Dann, Hannah Plus One Libby Gleeson 
and The Midnight Gang by Margaret Wild. 
 
IBBY Australia acknowledges the Copyright Agency Cultural Fund for 
supporting this project. 



 

‘Bologna and Beyond’ by Robyn Sheahan-Bright 
 

I’ve recently returned from attending my first Bologna International Children’s Book Fair (1–4 April), 

a matter of months after attending my first Frankfurt Book Fair in 2018,  which had prepared me for 

the huge scale and scope of the BBF. And what a spectacle it was!  I’d earmarked some IBBY and 

ACLF events to attend but when the full program became available, I realised that there was a 

bewildering range of competing events to attend as well.  

 

As a visitor, rather than an exhibitor/publisher, the Fair offered a huge smorgasbord of exhibitions, 

publishing panels, events, announcements, and launches, not to mention the panoramic view of 

children’s publishing trends offered by 

visiting many publishers’ stands. Switzerland 

was the guest country this year and the 

exhibition of Swiss Illustration was 

outstanding, as was the Bologna 

International Illustrators exhibition 
(curated by the BBF since 1967).  Both were 

displayed adjacent to the Illustrators’ Cafe 

which is something of a hub for BFF events 

and activities. Winner of the BBF 

International Illustration Award, Fundación 

SM 2019 was Sarah Mazzetti, Italy. Near the Café, 

was the ‘Wall of Illustrators’ which ‘day after day, are 

filled with drawings, business cards, artistic proposals, 

contacts, becoming a veritable illustrated showcase 

from which professional meetings  and occasions are 

often born’. Illustration is definitely ‘front and centre’ 

at many of the BBF venues. 
  

Day 1 
 

The launch of the Fair in the Illustrators’ Cafe, acknowledged sponsors and announced new 

developments. The organisers announced that the BFF: ‘is expanding its international partnerships 

beyond those it already has with the Shanghai International Book Fair and the New York Rights Fair, 

and on Monday announced a new collaboration with the Moscow International Book Fair. The goal is 

to launch a Russian International Children’s Book Fair in 2021... Meanwhile, in an effort to raise 

awareness of global issues among young readers, the International Publishers Association has partnered 

with the United Nations to launch a book club for children ages six to 12, focusing on books relating to 

the UN’s 17 different sustainable development goals. As part of the project, the SDG Book Club—also 

known as the Sustainable Development Goals Book Club—will release a selection of new titles each 

month related to one of the goals, to be offered in the six official languages of the UN: Arabic, Chinese, 

English, French, Russian, and Spanish.’(IBBY is also part of this initiative.) [See Emma Kantor’s 

further reflections ‘Bologna 2019’ Publishers Weekly 2 April, 2019) 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/79699-

bologna-2019-new-ventures-milestones-and-trends.html]  

 

Prior to the opening, Alison Lester and I met to deliver application forms and prints to be included in 

the Bienniale of Illustration in Bratislava (BIB) to the BIB stand. This is the first time that IBBY 

Australia has nominated artists (Alison Lester and Maree Coote) for the exhibition which opens in 

October, so we are eagerly awaiting the outcome.  

 

Swiss books, Bologna  2019.  

Illustrators’ Exhibition,Bologna.   



 

After the BBF launch, I attended my first session, which appropriately was a heartfelt panel launching 

Un Ponte Di Libri, the Italian edition of the biography of Jella Lepman, with speakers – immediate 

past President IBBY, Wally de Donker, Director of the IYL, Christine Raabe, translator, Anna Patrucco 

Becchi, author, Gigliola Alvisi, and editor, Della Passarelli. Their admiration for Lepman, who founded 

both the IYL and IBBY, was palpable.  

 

I visited several publishing stands and illustration 

exhibitions, until the IBBY Press Conference was 

held early that afternoon, chaired by newly elected 

President, Mingzhou Zhang, and Executive 

Director, Liz Page, at which the HCA nominees 

were announced.  (I was very pleased to sit with 

Ann James, our HCA nominee, and Lindy 

Batchelor, ACLF Program Manager.)   Other IBBY 

news was shared with a large and appreciative 

audience, and the Outstanding Books on 

Disabilities List 2019 was also revealed. See page 

11.  Later that day we attended the IBBY stand 

celebration and caught up with delegates from 

several organisations. 

 

The Hello! from Australia stand was always a port of welcome, of course, with its stunning mural 

backdrop of Lisa Kennedy’s illustration for Aunty Joy Murphy’s Welcome to Country (Walker Books, 

2016). Angela Namoi organised the stand with funding from the Australian Government, Dept of 

Communication and the Arts, and with assistance from Ann Haddon, Ann James, and Andrea Hanke 

(editor, Think Australian, Books & Publishing). Fifteen creators who presented their work at designated 

times each day included Ann James, Alison Lester, 

Gabrielle Wang, Frané Lessac, Mark Greenwood, Anna 

Walker, 

Davina Bell, 

Alison 

Colpoys, 

Jonathan 

Bentley, 

Katrina 

Fisher, 

Antonia 

Pesenti, and 

Ruth Waters. 

(Queensland-based illustrator Lucia Masciullo was at the stand as well, as she was visiting Italy at the 

time, as was Paul Dallimore, and 

both participated in stand 

activities.)   

Eleven independent publishers 

were on the stand and 27 

publishers were promoted in the 

Catalogue. Publishers and rights 

representatives present were 

Affirm Press (Clair Hume and 

Davina Bell), Allen & Unwin 

(Carey Schroeter and Anna 

McFarlane), Berbay Publishing 

(Alexandra Yatomi-Clarke),  EK 

Books (Lucy Wawryzniak), Five 

Mile (Niki Horin & Tash 

Besliev), Kids Own Publishing (Margaret Kett), MidnightSun (Anna Solding), Quirky Kid (Leonardo 

HCA 2020 nominees announcement with Valerie Coghlan 
 and Liz Page in the foreground.  

Lucie Stevens, Robyn Sheahan-Bright and Ann James 

Frane Lessac and Mark Greenwood  at the Hello! From 

Australia stand. 

Gabrielle Wang and Ann James busily creating  art at the Hello! From Australia stand 

Frané Lessac and Mark Greenwood at the  Australian  stand 



 

Rocker), University of Queensland Press (Kate O’Donnell), Windy Hollow Books (Cristina Pase) and 

Scribble (Miriam Rosenbloom) which was awarded the Publisher of the Year, Oceania Region. Lindy 

Batchelor was also there as ACLF Program Manager, and Morris Gleitzman, as Australian Children’s 

Laureate, was busy both with his publisher PRH and with his ACLF commitments, and spoke at the 

Australian stand celebration on Day 2. Andy Griffiths also conducted a session during the Fair (which I 

unfortunately missed), and visited the stand with his wife, Jill. Former Project Manager at the ASA, 

Lucie Stevens, is now with Curved House Kids, a publisher in Berlin, and also dropped by.  

   
Lithuania was the guest designer of the ICBD poster this year, so I also attended their stand’s welcome 

event at day’s end. 
 

Day 2 
 

First for me was the White Ravens Panel organised by the International Jugendbibliothek (IYL) on 

Arabic Children’s Literature with Jochen Weber, Head of IYL’s language sections, and Hasmig 

Chahinian, expert in Arabic Children’s Literature at the French National Library. They conducted a 

fascinating discussion during which booklists were distributed. 

 

Nearby was the fabulous IBBY Silent Books exhibition – a brilliant initiative of IBBY Italy. Later, I 

heard Igor Oleynikov, the HCA winner for 2018, a brilliant artist whose exhibition was also on display 

adjacent to the Illustrators’ Cafe, interviewed by Marcella Terrusi, PhD Children’s Literature, 

University of Bologna. This session was, as were so many events at Bologna, a demonstration of how 

important translation is in communication between cultures— an expert translator fielded questions 

posed in English by an Italian academic for the benefit of a mixed language audience, translated into 

Russian, and then translated the illustrator’s responses!  

 

I also attended a lively panel with the winners of the Bologna Ragazzi Awards, for Fiction —Votek 

Masek, Author; Chrudos Valousek, Illustrator: Juraj Horvath and 

Tereza Horvathova; Editors, Baobab, spoke about their fabulous work  

Puppet, Plum Pit, Plum, Plank, and Back to Puppet. This quirky 

graphic novel was clearly a labour of love for this team over several 

years.  Pinocchio continues to have resonance in Italy, certainly, in the 

tourism 

merchandise, 

but here the 

artists had put a 

sophisticated 

spin on a well-

known tale and 

created what 

looks like a 

masterpiece. We 

also heard the Non-Fiction winner speak — 

Portuguese artist Bernardo P. Carvalho, again in 

conversation with Marcella Terrusi, discussed 

his  Atlas of Travels and Explorers which was written by Isabel Minhós Martins and published with 

Planeta Tangerina, a company Carvalho co-founded with Martins. The book contains richly researched 

material about explorers (including our very own Joseph Banks!) and was another stunning work.  

 

The ALMA Award was announced that afternoon to a huge audience, and winner, Bart Moeyaert, 

graciously spoke of winning the award.  The European delegates’ response to the announcement was 

euphoric. (See page 10.) 

 

At the Irish stand, the staff  were particularly warm and engaging, and so helpful in sharing 

information about their Laureate program including the brilliant poetry postcards they have 

Bologna Ragazzi Award Fiction winner 

The Czech panel 



 

disseminated as their current Laureate is poet, Sarah Crossan. They also invited us to their stand 

welcome which was typically convivial and where we met the very charming Siobhán Parkinson, 

former Irish Children’s Laureate.   

 

The Australian stand welcome was held 

early that evening at which Morris 

Gleitzman spoke brilliantly. He was 

introduced by the Australian Ambassador to 

Italy, Dr Greg French, who was obviously 

very impressed with this speech and also 

expressed prior knowledge of Morris’s 

work in his opening words.  

 

The Laureates’ Dinner hosted by 

Children’s Books Ireland and the Bologna 

Book Fair organisers, was held later at 

Cucina Leopardi and was a truly splendid affair. Roberta Chinni, International Guests Relations 

Manager at the Bologna Book Fair, was our generous host at one of the three tables, with her colleague 

Monica Garuti, and they introduced us to a group of young editors who had won fellowships to visit 

publishers and booksellers in Italy before and during the Fair. The program began in 2017 and is 

clearly a success, judging from the conversations we had with the editors who were variously from 

Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Slovenia and two from the UK, and were obviously very inspired by the 

experience, and passionate about their editing.  
 

Day 3 
 

Meet the Childrens Laureates Ambassadors with Sarah Crossan (Ireland), Lauren Child (UK), 

Morris Gleitzman (Australia), Manon Sikkel (Incoming Laureate of the Netherlands) and Hans and 

Monique Hagen (Outgoing Laureates of 

the Netherlands), chaired by the 

inimitable Julia Eccleshare, was a 

hugely entertaining event. Each spoke 

so warmly, and gave a brilliant 

summary of the aims and outcomes of 

their Laureateships in a tremendously 

powerful advertisement for the 

program. This was followed by the 

fourth biennial International Laureate 

Summit – a private meeting between 

Laureates and their organising team 

members, including Elaina Ryan, Director, Children’s Books Ireland/Leabhair Pháistí Eireann,  

Aingeala Flannery, Project Manager, Laureate na nÓg,  Emily Drabble, Head of Children’s Book 

Promotion and Prizes, BookTrust, UK, Desirée van der Zander, Communication and PR, Dutch 

Reading Foundation, Netherlands, and Lindy Batchelor, Program Manager, ALCF – an opportunity to 

exchange ideas re programming and planning. Each Laureate spoke of their projects and were each 

inspiring in their dedication to various ideals. Former Laureates Alison Lester (Australia), Niamh 

Sharkey (Ireland) and Siobhán Parkinson (Ireland) also attended. 
  

 The outcomes of the Nami Concours 2019 International Picture Book Illustration Competition 

http://namiconcours.com/main.php were announced by Concours Director, Fred Minn, the Jury 

President, Roger Mello, and jury members – Piet Grobler, Yukiko Hiromatsu, Klaas Verplacke, and 

Junko Yokota. The response to this competition is enormous. Some 102 entries were selected from 

1,844 participants from 98 nations! André Letria, the Grand Prix Winner gave a short presentation from 

his stunning work. This session was so professionally presented with a video demonstrating the judging 

process and including comments from each of them.  

 

Dr Greg French, Australian Ambassador to Italy, with Morris Gleitzman 

Panel of Laureates with Chair, Julia Eccleshare 



 

I also visited the International Youth Library stand that day, and renewed my acquaintance with 

Claudia Soeffner, English Language Section. 

 

After leaving the Fair, I also attended a small exhibition in the heart of the old town celebrating 

Richard Scarry’s 100 Years (since birth) anniversary. His son Huck had curated it, although I missed 

the launch at which he spoke, the previous evening.  
 

Day 4 

 

The IBBY European Regional Conference on Languages in Europe: Children 

Reading in a Multilingual Environment was coordinated by Pam Dix (President, 

IBBY UK), Eva Devos (IBBY Flanders, Iedeeren Leest, Belgium), Doris 

Breitmoser (AKJ, and IBBY Germany), Hasmig Chahinian (IBBY France, EC 

member), Deborah Soria (IBBY Italy), Sabine Fuchs (IBBY Austria) and David 

Tolin (Bologna Book Fair).  It was opened by Elena Pasoli, Exhibitions Manager, 

Bologna Children’s Book Fair and Mingzhou Zhang, IBBY President. The topic of 

multiliteracies was covered from many angles by a stellar line-up of speakers. 

French speaker Dr Christine Hélot, University of Strasbourg, France, spoke on 

Bi/multilingualism to Bi/Multiliteracy: why should children read books in different languages in an 

inspiring address. Brilliant Brains with the charismatic Professor Carole Bloch, PRAESA, South 

Africa, was an examination of neuroscience evidence for holistic understandings of reading 

development in multilingual settings.  

 

Universal Alphabet project with Marion Bataille, author and illustrator, France explained a fascinating 

artist-led project to develop an alphabet which all children could interpret. Three addresses followed on 

Children’s Basque Literature with Amaia Hennebutte, Galtzagorri Association, Spain;  Mamma Lingua 

(Mother Tongue) with Giovanna Malgaroli, Nati per Leggere (Born to Read), Italy; and ‘Discovery 

Bags’ of Children’s Books in foreign languages with Myriam Jeanne and Aicha Marok, Public Library 

of Châlons-en-Champagne, France.  

 

After lunch, Languages and Storytelling was covered by Leila Garsi, Enrica Menarbin, Antonella 

Saracino, staff of the Biblioteca 

Salaborsa, Ragazzi, Italy, who 

conducted a demonstration of 

several cumulative stories in 

which the repeated refrain was 

spoken by five tellers in five 

different languages  by the staff 

and audience volunteers, a 

model which could be 

replicated anywhere provided one had the required speakers and a multilingual audience to match. 

 

Publishing, distributing, chaired by Pam Dix, included  a powerful address by Amna Al Mazmi, 

Kalimat Foundation, United Arab Emirates on The Kalimate Foundation for Children’s Empowerment; 

Mantralingua, international publisher of multilingual 

books, delivered by Mishti Chatterji, UK; Kommt ein 

Boot: Comes a Boat by Sabine Fuchs, University 

College of Teacher Education in Graz/Styria Austria 

and Reading Promotion in Latvia as an Integration 

Project for National Minority Schools and Latvian 

Diaspora Centres by Silvia Tretjakova, Latvia National 

Library.  Each of these projects were inspiring 

examples of how translation projects and providing 

library services can alter children’s lives. 

 

Storytellers of the Biblioteca Salaborsa Ragazzi, Italy ,demonstrating their multi- language  approach 

.appaapproach 

Amna Al Mazmi  of the Kalimat Foundation, UAE. 



 

Resources were covered by three speakers in the final session with Examples of European Resources 

by Eva Devos, IBBY Belgium, Flemish branch; Rhymes everywhere – multilingual access to a rich 

cultural heritage by Barbara Jakob, Swiss Institute for Children’s and Youth Media SIKJM; and The 

Anthology of the Contemporary Children’s Literature of People of Russia by publisher, Denis 

Beznosov, who is incidentally also one of the convenors of the IBBY Congress 2020 in Moscow. This 

is a huge project which has been published in the many languages of Russia with appropriate 

illustrations sourced laboriously from various regions as well. The day concluded with a brief survey of 

Ways Forward chaired by Hasmig Chahinian, IBBY France, and Pam Dix, IBBY UK, in which ideas 

were shared.  Frances Plumpton, of IBBY NZ and Storylines NZ, also distributed an overview of their 

inspiring Home Language Books for Refugee Children in New Zealand project which was funded via a 

Yamada IBBY grant.  I was so grateful to have been able to attend this conference as it gave me rich 

insights into the various multilanguage projects being undertaken in Europe and into the challenges 

faced in diverse communities. [See video:  https://www.jugendliteratur.org/internationales/c-150]  By 

the time the seminar concluded, most of the publishers’ stands had been dismantled and the BBF 2019 

was but a happy memory...  

 

Final Impressions 

 

I was impressed to see Nevermoor, young Queensland writer Jessica Townsend’s debut novel, which 

has taken publishing by storm, so prominently displayed and promoted by Hachette. And finding 

Armin Greder’s Italian publisher Orecchio Acerbo Editore’s stand, was another treat.  

 

Meeting Canadian IBBY delegates https://www.ibby-canada.org/ has always been another enjoyable 

aspect of my IBBY experiences. Storyteller and translator, Italian/Canadian, Mariella Bertelli (whom I 

met at the Athens Congress), was at the IBBY Europe conference, and is a juror for the HCA 2020.  

IBBY Canada President, Mary Beth Leatherdale, with illustrator Eleanor Shakespeare has created 

Stormy Seas Stories of Young Boat Refugees (Annick Press, 2017) and appeared on a panel to discuss 

it.  Leatherdale has also co-chaired another important project in order to 

highlight picture books by First Nations, Métis and Inuit authors and illustrators 

– IBBY Canada has created a catalogue of 100 recommended Indigenous 

picture books From Sea to Sea to Sea. We also ran into French-Canadian Jean-

François Sénéchal, whose novel Le Boulevard was included on the IBBY 

Honour List 2018. Having also met him in Athens, I’m eagerly awaiting his 

novel being translated into English so that I can read it! [Photo: Jean-François 

Sénéchal in front of Honour Books display.]  

 

The opportunity for aspiring book illustrators to present their portfolios to publishers was clearly a very 

popular aspect of the Fair as well.  

 

Finally, straying into the Literary Agents’ Hall upstairs one day, I realised how much intense wheeling 

and dealing was going on behind the scenes as much as at the stands themselves. Publishing is a huge 

global business and Bologna Book Fair is one of the most important meetings of the year. I really hope 

this won’t be my last, and wish that I’d attended earlier.   

 

Our thanks to Ann James and Ann Haddon, Books Illustrated, and Doris Breitmoser, AKJ and IBBY 

Germany, for supplying some of the photos. 

 

IBBY Australia acknowledges the Copyright Agency Cultural Fund for 

supporting this project.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

News from Afghanistan 

Excerpts from an article by Al Jazeera journalist Sorin Furcoi 

https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/change-country-kabul-book-bus-

190228075558274.html 

 A blue bus stops on a small street on the outskirts 
of Afghanistan's capital, Kabul.  Soon after its doors 
open, joyful children crowd the vehicle to pick up 
their favourite book before retreating into a corner 
to learn about the adventures of a superhero or the 
wisdom and kindness of a fairy. 
 

The Charmaghaz (walnut) project, which runs 
this mobile library, started in February last year 
and soon became a regular sight around the 
city.  Each day, the bus visits up to four 
communities across Kabul, with every stop 
lasting two hours.  More than 40,000 visits 
have been registered at the mobile library since 
it started operating in 2018.   Every day, some 

100 children visit the library.  Most of the books come from donations. The books are sorted by the 
three librarians the Charmaghaz project employs. 
 
‘The main goal of the mobile library is to promote critical thinking, which we believe is not promoted 
in our education system or our society,’ said 
Freshta Karim, the 26-year-old founder of 
the Charmaghaz project.  ‘When children 
read stories from around the world and see 
issues through somebody else's eyes, they 
learn to think critically and realise their 
potential.  It's been one year since we 
started working with children and we 
realised they are very passionate and they 
have so much energy and thirst for 
knowledge.  They deserve a lot of 
investment. Education is one of the areas 
we need to invest in because this is how we 
will change this country,’ Karim added. 
 
‘In the beginning, the community was a bit sceptical about sending their kids to the bus, but now the parents 

fully embrace and understand the value of the library.’ according to Freshta Karim.  In collaboration with the 

Ministry of Education, the project will expand its services to schools that lack such facilities.  

The mobile library project has received support from local and national authorities. The Charmaghaz project 

has also launched a workshop for children on the bus, an initiative that gives the children tools to be creative 

and build things with their own hands. The workshop for children is equipped with a projector for children to 

watch educational videos and inspiring stories.  An eight-member team works on the Charmaghaz project. As 

they couldn't afford to buy their own vehicles, the local transport authority provided two buses for the project.  

 



 

News from Sweden 

 

   

 Bart Moeyaert, Flemish author, announced 2019 Laureate on the 

2nd April 

Bart Moeyaert, born in 1964, lives in 
Antwerp, Belgium. He made his debut 
at age 19 with the award-winning novel 
Duet Met Valse Noten (1983). His large 
and diverse body of work includes more 
than 50 titles, ranging from picture 
books and YA novels to poetry. His 
critically acclaimed books have been 
translated in more than 20 countries. 
The jury’s citation reads: Bart 
Moeyaert’s condensed and musical 
language vibrates with suppressed 

emotions and unspoken desires. He portrays relationships at crisis point with a cinematic immediacy, 
even as his complex narratives suggest new ways forward. Bart Moeyaert’s luminous work 
underscores the fact that books for children and young people have a self-evident place in world 
literature.  See http://www.alma.se/en/Press/ 

 News from the United States 
 

Sophie Blackall, 
Australian artist and 
illustrator of children’s 
books, based in New 

York has won the 2019 Caldecott Medal for Hello Lighthouse; this is her second 
Caldecott medal, as in 2016  she won with Finding Winnie:The True Story of the 
World's Most Famous Bear.  The Caldecott is awarded annually to the artist of the 
most distinguished American picture book for children by the Association for Library Service to 
Children. 
 

Winner of the 2019 Newbery Award  for the author of the most distinguished 
contribution to American literature for children is  Merci Suarez Changes Gears by 
Meg Medina.  The Pura Belpré Award is presented annually to a Latino/Latina writer 
and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms and celebrates the Latino cultural 
experience in an outstanding work of literature for children and youth.  The 2019 
award went to The Poet X, written by Elizabeth Acevedo.  The Geisel Award is given 
annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished American book 
for beginning readers published in English in the United States during the preceding 

year, and in 2019 it went to Fox the Tiger, written and illustrated by Corey R. Tabor. 
 



 

2019 IBBY Selection Of Outstanding Books For Young People 

With Disabilities 

Launched at the Bologna Children’s Book Fair on the 1
st
 April, there 

are 40 books in 17 different languages from 20 countries in the current 

catalogue.   Altogether there are  over 4,000 items in more than than  

40 languages  housed in the permanent collection  at the North York 

Central Library branch of Toronto Public Library in Canada.  

 

Included are Category 1 Specialized Formats, which use different 

systems to make reading accessible to everyone; Category 2  Universal  

Access from Mainstream production; and Category 3 Portrayals of Disability, which depict  people 

with disabilities in picture books, fiction and nonfiction titles.  The well-written annotations will enrich 

the scope for increasing an inclusive community of acceptance and belonging, and the url will act as a 

guide for all wishing to enlarge and diversify their library’s collection.  

http://www.ibby.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Broschuere_2019_IBBY_internet.pdf  

 
 

The Holocaust: a Selected Reading List 

Compiled by Dr Robyn Sheahan-Bright  

IBBY UK recently reviewed a stunning Holocaust memoir by Michael Gruenbaum and Todd Hasak 

Lowy – Somewhere There is Still a Sun  https://ibby.org.uk/somewhere-there-is-still-a-sun/. Australian 

writers have also produced some exceptional works on this theme which might be valuable 

resources for use in classrooms as follows:  

Memoirs:  
 

The Words to Remember It: memoirs of child Holocaust survivors by Sydney Child Holocaust 

Survivors Group (Author), Caroline Jones (Foreword) Scribe US, 2009.https://www.holocaust-

trc.org/childrens-books-about-the-holocaust/biography-memoirs/ 
 

Novels:  
 

Alexander, Goldie My Holocaust Story: Hanna Scholastic, 2015. 

Bavati, Robyn My Holocaust Story: Within These Walls Scholastic, 2016.  

French, Jackie Hitler’s Daughter HarperCollins, 1999. 

French, Jackie Pennies for Hitler HarperCollins, 2012. 

French, Jackie Goodbye, Mr Hitler HarperCollins, 2017. 

Gleitzman, Morris Once series Penguin. 

Moloney, James The Love That I Have HarperCollins, 2018. 

Zail, Suzy Alexander Altmann A10567 Black Dog Books, 2014. 

Zuzak, Markus The Book Thief Pan Macmillan, 2005. 
 

Picture Books: 
 

 Margaret Wild’s and Julie Vivas’s Let the Celebrations Begin Walker Books, 2013; Omnibus, 1991. 

  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


